
Hempstead Parish Council, Annual Report 2020/21  
 

List of Parish Councillors 
 

Sean McCarthy   599558  Chairman, Police Liaison, Village Hall 
David Drane   599397  Highways and Public Footpaths  
Diana Frost   599771  Communications 
Mark Welbourn  598113  Traffic and Legal Issues 
Alan Weedon   599366  Environment 
Laura Saxel   599763  Neighbourhood Watch, Wellbeing, Tree Warden 
Nicholas Turkentine  599115  Flooding, Emergency Plan 
Rebecca Cox   07468 413684 Clerk and Responsible Officer 

 
 
Meetings:  
The Council met ten times this year, both in person and via Zoom video conferencing. Residents are 

always welcome to attend meetings and any issues of concern can be raised as the appropriate item is 

reached on the agenda, however no members of the public attended meetings this year.  

• Sadly, our elected District Councillor, Alan Storah, passed away in October. Before he died he 

had attended three meetings during the year, and was very supportive of the Council, assisting 

where possible. District Councillor Richard Freeman was appointed as interim Councillor for 

Hempstead, and attended three meetings. 

• County Councillor Simon Walsh has attended no meetings this year but has sent in monthly 

reports on county issues and also supports the parish where he can, particularly on Highways 

issues.  

• Details of expenditure, most pertinent correspondence and notes of discussions and decisions 

are recorded in the monthly minutes of the Parish Council, which are available on the website 

and village noticeboard. 

 
Planning:  
The Parish Council continues to review and comment upon, where appropriate, all planning applications 

in the parish. On many occasions no comments are passed onto Uttlesford.  

 
Highways and Footpaths:  
Despite all the ravages of the pandemic we have continued to report and chase on all highway and 

footpath issues, to varying degrees of success. The general surface of the road through the village falls 

far short of our expectations and despite continued requests we still await resurfacing or at least repair – 

we are appalled at the lack of action and will continue to chase this cause. As anyone who has the 

misfortune to drive on our roads at present, the general surfaces are completely unacceptable and unfit 

for purpose! We will of course continue to pursue all matters until a successful conclusion has been 

reached. 

We would like to remind all members of our Parish that all highway and footpath issues can be reported 

directly on the Essex County Council website - a case number is sent and usually a follow-up report. 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

 
 



Local Highways Panel:  
After many years of lobbying, you will have seen that Essex Highways has implemented a 40 mph buffer 

zone into the village on the north eastern side. Although this 40mph zone does not reflect the full 

request of the Parish Council (we have been lobbying for a 40mph zone through Bramley Hollow), it is 

the most that Highways would offer. We will continue to lobby Essex Highways, the Local Highway Panel 

and our County Councillor, Simon Walsh, to implement speed restrictions to make it safer for 

pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders to use the public highway and access the amazing footpaths and 

bridleways in our Parish.  

With large scale housing and industrial developments in Haverhill likely to increase vehicle traffic on the 

roads through the Parish, it will become increasingly important that safe speed limits are introduced on 

our roads so as to avoid further retreat from use of the highway by pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders. 

 

Speedwatch: This activity has been suspended since the start of the pandemic as per Government 

regulations. All the necessary PPE is now in place and a new start-up is expected in the next month or so.  

However, with people moving away, the number of volunteers has shrunk and Tricia Ridgway would be 

delighted to welcome any new volunteers who may wish to take part. If you are interested, please 

contact Tricia on 599784. She will be very happy to hear from you. 

 
Environment and Maintenance: 
A Tree Survey of trees on Parish Council land was carried out in June 2020, which recommended that a 

significant amount of work was required to make the trees safe. A tree surgeon carried out the necessary 

works in January 2021. 

The railings/chains at Wellyard, the War Memorial and at the bottom of Church Hill have been 

refurbished and repainted. It is hoped that the other railings throughout the village, notably by the pond 

at the top of Church Hill, will be refurbished during the next year. 

 
Flooding: 
Disappointingly there remains within the Village a number of places that continue to flood when it rains. 

The Parish Council is persistent in pursuing Essex Highways in the hope that road surface flooding might 

be prevented by regular clearing of Road Surface Drains. Efforts to achieve this have been somewhat 

hampered for while Essex Highways acknowledged the problem areas, the present Covid 19 pandemic 

has brought about a decrease in staffing levels in the area of highway maintenance such as the clearing 

of drains. As well as talking to Essex Highways we have been active in encouraging private ditch clearing 

so that rain water is able to run freely, thus reducing the risk of water spilling back onto the highway. 

 
Emergency Plan: 
The Village Emergency Plan has been fully reviewed and updated, and can be viewed via the Village 

website; 

http://www.hempstead-essex.org.uk/emergency%20plan.htm 

Printed copies are available on request via the Clerk to the Parish Council. 

 
 
 

http://www.hempstead-essex.org.uk/emergency%20plan.htm


Defibrillator: 
This is one investment that we hope will never be used. It is checked regularly thanks to Jon Wilson. We 

were planning on organising a course for volunteers who had come forward to act as community 

supporters, but once again the Covid 19 pandemic has put this on hold. This will be organised as soon as 

we are able. 

 
Neighbourhood Watch and Wellbeing: 
Contributions including information regarding fraud, nuisance calls, burglary and coronavirus scams have 

been made to the Village Newsletter. In August 2020 Laura Saxel attended an online Neighbourhood 

Watch Summer Seminar, with presentations by guest speakers describing how their communities 

support one another. It certainly proved thought-provoking and demonstrated the power of 

communities when neighbours look out for one another. The Hempstead scheme can be joined via the 

Neighbourhood Watch website, Our Watch. 

 
Health & Wellbeing: 
The Health and Wellbeing plan for Hempstead was published at the beginning of 2021 highlighting 

mental health awareness, learning disabilities, physical activity, weight management and aspects relating 

to social isolation. Not only does this signpost to what is available, it highlights what is less so. The aim 

now is to address areas that are not as accessible to our residents. Last April’s postponed Health and 

Wellbeing conference took place online in November 2020 covering a wide range of topics. This was an 

excellent resource to support how to promote the health and wellbeing movement to Hempstead. 

 
Finance: 
Ross Midgley has continued to act as our internal auditor. Draft Accounts for the end of the year will be 

available from the Clerk. Detailed finalised accounts will be on the website later in the year.  

 
Communications:  
The email volunteers’ group had worked well at the start of Covid 19 pandemic, though only a few 

people had been called upon to assist, but knowing help and support was ‘out there’ had been valuable. 

Email messages received around the village during this difficult year had been much appreciated with 

many compliments being received at the end of the year.  

The website had carried update messages on the status of the Village Hall, be it opened or closed, and 

how villagers could obtain assistance. Accessibility Statements are now a legal requirement of websites 

and one for our Hempstead Village website is now in place, with a link to it on the home page. An 

updated Emergency Plan and a new Health & Wellbeing Plan have been uploaded to the website. A 

further selection of informative historical documents was kindly donated by Rowan Scott (daughter of 

Mrs Slee) and have been added to the Village Archive. 

 
Sean McCarthy    Rebecca Cox 
Chairman     Clerk to the Council 
April 2021 


